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IN THE CLAIMS 



Please amend the following claims: 



\j 17. (Amended) The thermoionic cathode of claim 1, wherein said buffer is an 
alloyed buffer. ■ 



20. (Amended) The thermoionic cathode of claim 1, wherein said buffer includes at 
least two of Re, Ta, C, Hf, Tc, Os, and Ru. 
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